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Rich: Today I am conducting an oral interview with Gladys 
Beedy who was a one-room schoolhouse teacher in the state 
of Kansas. I am going to refer to Gladys as Grandma because 
she is also the Grandmother of my wife and that is what 
I am used to calling her. Grandma what high school did 
you graduate from? 
Grandma: The high school was called Agra Consolidated Rural School. 
I graduated in 1917. 
Rich: Did you irrmediately go to college after that or did you begin 
teaching right away? 
Grandma: No, I taught under the pressure, I guess you would say, of 
my father, who was also a teacher before he became a farmer, 
because the pressure of teaching was quite something. I 
taught in Johnson school north of Agra for one year. During 
that year I acquired the measles plus other things that I 
hope were more educational for the children. I then went 
into the Brown Mackie School of Business in Topeka, and at 
that time my brother Ted became very ill and I was called 
home at which time I stayed there and just didn't go back 
to the business school. 
Rich: Did you have to take any special class during high school 
to be eligible to teach, or were you automatically eligible 
to teach right out of high school? 
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Grandma: We were eligible to teach right out of high school. 
At that time we had to take a test at the county seat 
in Phillipsburg. When we got our grades, and if we made 
it, we could teach. 
Rich: So you would say that because your father was also in 
teaching that it runs in the family and enticed you to 
teach also? 
Grandma: Yes, that is right. 
Rich: What was the name of the first school you taught in? 
Grandma: The first school was Johnson. 
Rich: That was in 1917? 
Grandma: Yes, started in 1917. 
Rich: Tell me about a typical country house school building, 
the first one you taught in. What was it like? 
Grandma: Well, it was a wooden built school and it had two little 
rooms as you went into the building for coats and dinner 
buckets and things of that sort. We had a place for plays 
or little pieces of plays and little things of that sort 
that we needed separate from the school. It was considered 
very new and modern at that time. 
Rich: Did you have toilets or running water in the school? 
Grandma: No, we didn't have that. We had outdoor toilets . We did 
have a basement where the furnace was. We had a furnace. 
Rich: What were the typical desks like? 
-
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Other than that it was very roomy and typical of the one-room 
schoolhouse. 
Did you have any sort of a library or music room? 
No, we had no music room. The only music we had was the kind 
I taught which was sort of natural. 
What was the usual age that children began school? 
They began at age six at this particular time. 
Was there much student turnover during the school year? Did 
you lose many students? 
Grandma: No, I don't think that we lost a one. I can't remember that 
we did. 
Rich: Can you remember how many students you had at that school? 
Grandma: I should have thought about that, but I don't remember. I 
had all grades. I had Howard DuBois. He was a primary and 
he always reminds me of that, did remind me of that, of course 
Howard is dead now. Then I had the eighth grade and that was 
Ruth Darnell Nichols. Everybody knows her around Agra. 
Rich: What was the distance traveled by most of the students to 
school? Did they live close by the school? 
Grandma: Yes, they lived close by, most of them. I stayed with the 
people who lived right across the road from the schoolhouse, 
Peterson's - Charlie and Mrs. Peterson. 
Rich: Did they have any kids in school? 
Grandma: One, they had one and that is all I can think of. 
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Rich: As far as transportation to school, did most of the kids 

















Yes, that is what they did. 
Did all of the students that attended this school live in 
the district then? 
Yes. 
You taught all grade levels then? 
Yes. 
What kind of occupations did the students take up when they 
finished school? 
Well, lets see, fanners. 
Most of them turned out being fanners then? 
I think that probably all of them did as far as I can recall. 
Did most of them attend high school? 
I believe they did. 
As far as cost of education to the students, was there any 
cost for them to attend school? 
I don't think so. 
Did they buy their own textbooks or anything like that? 
They bought them. 
Were there any difficulties in teaching several grades in 
one room? 
Grandma: Not for me. 
Rich: How did the students entertain themselves when another student 
was reciting? 
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Grandma: Well, they were all well-behaved. 
Rich: So as far as behavior problems and discipline there was very 







Was there a principal or authorative figure to call upon 
in case of a serious disruption? 
No, the teacher was the high authoritarian. 
Was it typical to call upon the students parents if there 
was any problem with the child? 
Well, at seventeen years old I was not much older than some 
of my students. I never seemed to have much difficulty with 
discipline. 
Rich: Were there such things as parent-teacher conferences? 
Grandma: No, we didn't have those only as we met at programs and things 
of that sort. 
Rich: What were the subjects that were taught? 
Grandma: Well, we had a course in math and ~ading and g~graphy. Math 
was called arithmetic too. Talk to the tune. 
Rich: Did you have music or any physical education? 
Grandma: Only as we went outdoors and had recess. Recess was really 
the main one. 
Rich: What was the length of a school day? 
Grandma: We went in the morning at 9:00, I believe was the time, but 
we didn't dismiss until 4:00. 
Rich: The length of the school tenn, what month did it start and 





It began in September and it ended in eight months. 
So it was similar to school nowdays? 
Yes. 
9 
Was there any snow days? Did you ever have school called 
off because of the weather? 
Grandma: We had snow of course, but it seemed that the students were 
close enough that it didn't make that much difference that 
I recall. 
Rich: As far as your teaching methods, how did you like to teach1 
Did you like to use the blackboard alot or maps? 
Grandma: We used blackboards. We had blackboards in our .desks in those 
days as a tablet. What else did you say? 
Rich: Did you use maps or anything of that sort? 
Grandma: We had maps. Lets see, I believe we had then the maps on the 
board. Other than that it depended entirely on our textbooks. 
Rich: Go through a typical day for me in any one of your one-room 
schools from when you start in the morning until you end in 
the evening? 
Grandma: Well, I especially liked and I guess I would say I enjoyed, 
although I always enjoyed teaching, I liked the one at Si11111ons. 
When we began and we had more or less a typical day of teaching 
that was regular and smooth and went well and had a nice setting 
for the schoolhouse along the creek there. We began with 
usually a song and any type of recitation for just a few 
moments, but we always had a song. Then we had reading first 








most people can remember. I remember we had a great 
big old stove where we were very toasty wann. Then after 
our recess we had geography. Then we had noon. Well, I'm 
not sure, we had that year stew. It was a big pot belly 
stove you know and we could fix a stew and have it done 
by noon so we would have a little heat and hot food. Then 
at noon we had an hour if the weather was right we played 
ball or anything the kids liked to do. We had basket pails, 
and by that time, that was in 1943, they had some rather cute 
pails to bring their lunchs in. In the afternoon we would 
settle down and I would have English, language we called it, 
and just exactly what else I don't recall. We had the usual 
topic, usual textbooks, and school was out by 4:00. 
Do you remember the name of the textbook. Was it a McGuffey 
reader? 
No, it was later than that, but I can't for the life of me 
recall. I should have been thinking about it more. 
You made stew for the kids then? 
Well, I think a time or two we did. But it wasn 1t a daily 
thing. 
Did you eat inside or outside? 
We ate inside mostly because of where the water was. Lunches 
were about the same. They were sandwiches and fruit. We 
ate outdoors on nice days. 
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Rich: Now we have been talking about a couple of different 
schools, what were the names of all the one-room schools 
you did teach in? 
Grandma: The first one was Johnson. The next one was Akron 
Colorado and thats what it was called, Akron school 
district and I don't remember the district number. And 
the next one was Si111110ns. I taught there just one year 
and then I went to the Agra consolidate school. 
Rich: So you taught in two one-room schools in western Kansas 







Were the subjects studied each day? All subjects studied 
everyday? 
Yes, we did. 
How about tests. Did you have final exams at the end of 
the year? 
Grandma: Well, we had a test in Akron sent out by the county superintendent 
and we had two girls who took it. 
Rich: You talked about county superintendent. Do you remember in 
the Simmons school who was the county superintendent? 
Grandma: Yes, David VanDyke. He was the county superintendent for years 
and years. 
Rich: Did he stop by occasionally to check up on you? 
Grandma: Yes , he always came by. 
L 
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Rich: Did you have any sort of a graduation ceremony at the end 
of the eighth grade year? 
Grandma: No, that was Ruth Darnell Nichols. She was the only one I 




How about a Christmas program. Did you put on any sort of 
a Christmas program? 
Yes, we did things like that and we had box suppers. 
Did you take any field trips anywhere or was there not much 
transportation available? 
Grandma: No, there wasn't then. I don't think that in Akron especially, 
that there was. There -was such a wide space between things 
that we couldn't go. We didn't take field trips because we 
didn't know about them I guess. 
Rich: How about each morning. What did you do to prepare for the 
day? Were you your own janitor? 
Grandma: Yes, indeed, except at Johnson school north of Agra. One 
of the, I believe he was a board member, yes he was, had 
his son go down because they had the basement fire down there 
in the furnace and so he did that all the time. He was an 
eighth grade kid. 
Rich: Did you have to keep any certain files at the school or any 
records that you can remember? 
Grandma: Yes, we had a book like you would find in most county 
superintendent's office. If you wanted to look up those you 
could do that. 
Rich: You spoke of a board member. Do you remember how many board 













Did they ever come visit at the school? 
I don't know. They didn't. 
Did they have regular meetings? 
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Yes, they had to meet to hire another teacher or things 
of that sort or if there were problems that came up building 
wise. 
So there was really no means of evaluation by the board or 
did they evaluate you? 
Yes, they would have to do that and also the superintendent. 
Was there more than one teacher in the schools you taught in? 
Not that I taught in. 
How were you hired? Let's take the Simmons school . Do you 
remember how you were hired for that position? 






Just came down and asked me if I would teach and that seemed 
to be all there was to it . I had gone to Hays and I had at 
that time a sixty hour certificate and you could go on from 
there but every year you had to update yourself. 
So you went to college at Fort Hays during the sumrnertime1 
That's exactly it. 
Can you remember the year you graduated from college? 
Fifty eight. 
Now you talked about this sixty hour certificate. You had 
to return each surrmer and get additional hours? 
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Grandma: Well, it was a good thing to do because you could add 
hours to your credit and then eventually graduate. 
Rich: What was your salary when you first began teaching? Can 
you remember your first years salary or any salary of the 










Yes, I taught atSi11111ons for, I think, one hundred dollars 
a month. 
Were you paid by the month or bi-monthly? 
No, we were paid by the month. 
So you got eight checks. Did you get paid in the sU111T1er? 
No, there was no such thing as that. 
Who delivered the checks? Was it the county superintendent 
or board members? 
Board members. 
How did they determine the salary? 
Just from the salaries that had been paid the years before 
and whatever credits you had from college. 
Rich: During the su11111er months was there anything special you · 
had to do, such as take inventory or store supplies or 
anything of that matter? 
Grandma: There was looking over the supplies and if you needed something 
or anything was needed you made suggestions and that was all, 
nothing more. 




Grandma: Well, let's see. The box suppers were really Quite fun. 
I had a brother-in-law from Agra who had been doing what 
we call auctioning. He auctioned off the boxes, he was 
real good, had a sense of humor and told alot of stories. 
Then there was a time where we had a box supper and one 
of the members, just one of the people in the conmunity, 
had a good sense of rhythm and he did dancing jigs. Since 
I could play, I played the Turkey in the Straw and he 
danced to that. These were all pleasant memories. In 
Akron it was so far between places. Just an open plain, 
flat as flat, and people were all just as friendly and 
kind as they could be. It was on a creek that wound 
around the country side so the scenery was good. The 
children were related and had their individual spats, 
but no feuds. The first school I taught at age seventeen, 
as they say, going on eighteen. Back then we were really 
not dry behind the ears, and we took on children who were 
just about our age. While we didn't have any particular 
problems, we were just all one family. But I didn't really 
know about putting on programs and things, not like you 
at that age, what you did and what you thought and brought 
to the children depended upon the teacher. I would say 
that the most pleasant memories were where we had box 
suppers and programs, like that which the people in the 
comnunity liked. If you talked to one of the members of 
that school they could probably give you alot better idea. 
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Rich: Is there any one student that really stands out in your 
mind, maybe something that he or she did that sticks in 
your memory? 
Grandma: Well, I would say the pupils I had were all well versed 
in their little conrnunity and they really strov.e to make 
good grades. They seemed to just take in what you had to 
say and if you dangled some little thing in front of them, 
and that particular thing struck their fancy, they would 
really work to it. If we would have had libraries like 
they have nowdays that would of been something else. But 
we had books. We had encyclopedias. I think it was the 
World Book. 
Rich: After you finished in Sintnons you went on to Agra consolidated 
and then I understand you moved out west and went to Oakley. 








Taught twenty three years in Oakley. 
So as far as your teaching after the one-room school it was 
predominately at Oakley? 
Yes. 
That was the time span you were working on your degree? 
Yes. 
What year did you finally retire from teaching? 
Well, I retired first in 1970 and was enjoying being home and 
watching the Today program for the first time. Then in 1971, 
a week or two after school started while I was at home, Mr. 
Jones called and wanted to know if I would come back and teach 
the sixth grade. It was heavier than they had anticipated. 
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Rich: Out of all the subjects what would be your favorite 
subject to teach? 
Grandma: Well, I dearly love social studies because in that you can 
combine it with every other subject. So we used social 
studies quite alot. 
Rich: After teaching in the one-room school and also then later 
Grandma: 
Rich: 
on in some public schools like Oakley in the late sixty's, 
what comparisons or whats the main differences would you say? 
Material to work with was the big one. 
As far as the attitudes of the kids, did you find early on 
in your career that kids were much more excited and willing 
to learn? 
Grandma: Well no, because of a lack of probably teacher knowledge 
of what you could do with children and what you could combine 
with other teachers and their knowledge, the one-room school 
lacked. Student achievement was limited to your knowledge 
as much as anything else. 
Rich: Nowdays you have access to knowledge of other people, other 
staff members, and in the one-room school you were the main 
source of knowledge. 
Grandma: 
Rich: 
That is exactly right. 
Well, I have really enjoyed this oral interview ·-with you and 
it seems to me that there ·has been alot of students benefit 
over the years from your teaching and it sounds to me like 




Grandma: Well, first I thought I would like to be a nurse and then 
I checked that off and came back and star.ted going to college 
and other things happened in my life. But I would say yes, 
I was definately gi~en that talent of great goodness, I 
guess you could call it, quoting Benjamin Franklin. 
Rich: Thank you for giving me this time. I have really enjoyed it. 
Grandma: Thank you. I enjoyed it. 
